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TRANSCONCORDIAN  TRAVELS;  OR,  THr,  MOON  IN 
TRANSCSNDANCY 

Inasmuch  as,  since  our  last  sauntering, 
man  has  gone  further  from  hearth  and  home 
than  ever  before  to  strange  cislunar  fields, 
indeed  to  the  very  fountains  of  the  Moon,  we 
might  quote  from  Sir  John  Herschelfs  A  Trea- 
tise on  Astronomy,  in  the  "new"  American 
edition  of  1836. 

"If  there  be  inhabitants  in  the  moon,  the 
earth  must  present  to  them  the  extraordinary 
appaaranceof  a  moon  of  nearly  two  degrees  in 
diameter,  exhibiting  the  same  phases  as  we 
see  the  moon  to  do,  but  immoveably  fixed  in 
their  sky  (or,  at  least,  changing  its  apparent 
place  only  by  the  small  amount  of  the  libration), 
while  the  stars  must  seem  to  pass  slowly  be- 
side and  behind  it.   It  will  appear  clouded 
with  variable  spots,  and  belted  with  equa- 
torial and  tropical  zones  corresponding  to 
our  trade-winds;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whe- 
ther, in  their  perpetual  change,  the  outlines 
of  our  continents  and  seas  can  ever  be 
clearly  discerned." 
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Remarkable  as  this  feat  is,  it  has 
shown  us  that  we  must  take  care  of  this,  to 
date  our  only  habitable  earth,  and  that  we 
must  travel  in  it,  -  and  in  concord;  that  we 
must  be  concerned  with  doing  well  by  none 
world  at  a  time." 

The  Lyceum  looks  back  on  a  busy  and  in- 
teresting summer.   Our  balden  Pond  house  replica 
is  appreciated  by  visitors,  some  of  whom  find 
difficult]/  in  believing  this  neat  building  is  a 
true  facsimile  of  Thoreaufs  house.   v*e  might 
regret  that  we  cannot  honestly  supply  them  with 
another  version  that  matches  their  imaginings, 
but  authenticity  -  and  the  cost  of  such  a 
bizarre  spoof  -  would  have  it  otherwise. 

The  publishing  firm  of  Peter  Smith  is  binding 
in  cloth  a  portion  of  our  paperback  edition  of 
the  Milton  Meltzer  and  halter  Harding  A  Thoreau 
Profile,  and  for  those  institutions  ancT  individ- 
uals who  prefer  such  copies,  they  will  soon  be 
available.  Meanwhile  we  are  impatient  at  delays 
in  announcing  this  paperback's  availability  in 
the  Books  in  Print  media;  serving  as  an  exercise 
in  the  problems  of  those  who  start  publishing  in 
a  small  way.   The  book  is  selling;  but  it  seems 
that  we  must  not  be  content  in  this  endeavor 
merely  to  listener  to  a  different  drummer,  but 
to  thump  our  own  drum  as  well  -  to  let  it  be 
known  that  we  have  a  better  mousetrap.   Inciden- 
tally, it  is  curious  that  this  expression  of 
3mer sonfs  -  "if  you  build  a  better  mousetrap 
than  your*  neighbor,  the  world  will  make  a  beaten 
path  to  your  door,"  never  appeared  in  his  works, 
and  was  cast  into  limbo,  but  T^as  salvaged  from 
the  dump  so  to  speak,  by  the  memory  of  one  of 
his  lyceum  audience...  This  is  indeed  poetic 
justice,  a  testimonial  to  the  statement  itself. 

Let  me  urge,  meamvhile,  that  any  of  you 
help  us  tell  all  and  sundry  that  A  Thoreau 
Profile  is  indeed  in  print  -  is  alive  and  well, 
at  53 .  plus  postage  and  taxes  (or  minus  dis- 
counts for  multiple  copies,  to  dealers,  &c). 
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Since  we  are  not  entirely  of  the  Mouse trappist 
persuasion,  we  would  appreciate  any  help  in 
letting  the  word  go  forth  that  we  have  two  ex- 
cellent books  on  Thoreau  of  our  own  reprinting, 
(devised  in  the  shadow  of  the  John  Thoreau  & 
Son  pencil  factory)*  Perhaps  the  message  will 
come  back,  like  Noahfs  dove,  with  a  bit  of 
greenery. 

THOREAU  MCDONALD 

Two  of  our  Canadian  correspondents,  Russell 
Ready  and  L.  Bruce  Pierce,  have  called  our  atten- 
tion to  a  Canadian  artist,  whose  artist-father 
named  him  after  Thoreau.  The  father,  J.fi.H. 
MacDonald,  was  one  of  the  foremost  Canadian 
painters  of  the  beginning  of  this  century,  being 
among  "The  Group  of  Seven".   He  painted  Cana- 
dian woodlands  with  the  distinctive  glacially- 
shaped  terrain  that  extends  as  far  south  as 
Walden  Pond. 

The  son,  Thoreau  MacDonald,  turned  to  black- 
and-white  graphic  art  and  shared  his  namesake's 
love  of  town  and  country.   He  was  particularly 
intrigued  by  Rockwell  Kent's  "journal  of  quiet 
adventure  in  Alaska,"  Wilderness,  and  has  done 
excellent  work  in  a  similar  style.  Another, 
earlier  artist  drew  village  scenes  in  England 
around  1900,  working  with  William  Morris's 
Guild  and  School  of  Handicraft.   This  was  Ed- 
mund H.  New.   His  most  attractive  book  was 
Gilbert  White's  Natural  History  of  Selborne. 
Thoreau  MacDonald  found  New's  style  also  had 
something  to  say  about  the  buildings  in  Canada, 
and  did  excellent  work  in  this  vein,  too. 

Thoreau  MacDonald 's  best  books  include 
Some  Tools  of  the  Pioneers,  which  he  wrote,  illus- 
trated  and  published  under  the  appropriate  im- 
print of  his  woodchuck  Press  in  1936.   He  also 
illustrated  most  sympathetically  Maria  Chapde- 
laine,  the  French-Canadian  classic  by  Louis 
Hemon,  for  Macmillan  of  Toronto.   The  Ryerson 
Press  has  taken  over  from  Messrs.  Woodchuck,  but 
continuing  to  keep  type  and  illustration  most 
compatible  (which  cannot  be  said  for  Kent's 
1920  edition  of  Wilderness). 
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American  Artist  for  January  1946  has  a  good 
article  on  Thoreau  MacDonald,  and  L.  Bruce 
Pierce  has  had  some  sample  pages  of  his  work 
printed  on  cardboard  stock.   From  such  sources 
we  can  see  how  much  can  be  added  by  the  format 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  reading  process, 

(Incidentally,  from  time  to  time  the 
Lyceum  bookshop  may  have  copies  of  Thoreau1 s 
Cape  Cod,  with  the  Amelia  Vyatson  sketches,  at 
$25»  for  the  two  volumes;  or  Men  of  Concord 
with  the  hyeth  illustrations  at  §30*) 


This  unsigned  article  was  handed  to  us  by 
Tom  Blanding,  who  has  been  spending  quite  some 
time  deciphering  Thoreau* s  hand  writing.   It 
may  have  been  written  with  a  Thoreauvian  stylus: 

School  of  Philosophy  Returns  to  Concord, .. 

In  the  summer  of  ?69  there  came  a  group  of 
students  of  Graduate  School  extraction  swoop 
down  on  to  our  town  one  morning,  with  many 
scholarly  questions  on  their  minds  —  about 
Thoreau,  Emerson,  Alcott,  Channing,  Brownson, 
Very  and  Cranch,  and  each  student  was  armed 
with  double -pointed  inquiries  about  our  townfs 
more  transcendent  history,  such  answers  as 
could  not  be  found  in  the  New  England  Farmer  or 
the  Cultivator.  \\e  did  not  know  whether  they 
had  come  to  sow  a  crop  of  summer  beans,  or 
whether  indeed  they  were  determined  to  know  our 
Walden  beans  which  grow  all  year  round.  As  we 
saw  no  manure,  we  judged  that  they  meant  to 
skim  the  land,  as  Thoreau  had  done,  thinking 
the  soil  was  deep  and  had  lain  fallow  long  enough 

To  speak  literally,  30  or  40  students,  with 
Professor  halter  Harding  and  Professor  William 
Drake  of  the  State  University  of  New  York 
Colleges  at  Geneseo  and  Oswego  as  benevolent 
overseers  and  monarchs  of  all  that  was  sur- 
veyed, came  to  Concord  Academy  to  attend 
classes  every  day  about  Thoreau  and  Trans- v 
cendentalism.   They  drew  freely  upon  our  Con- 
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cord  historians  and  literati  and  gave  much 

in  return  by  their  good  example  and  keen 
interest •  Eternity  was  uninjured,  for  time 
was  well  spent  by  all  involved.  And  when 
the  crop  was  harvested  in  August,  we  deter- 
mined that  we  had  come  to  know  a  good  deal 
more  than  beans.  Mainly,  it  was  an  en- 
lightening summer -session  and  one  that  we 
hope  will  be  renewed  with  the  seasons. 

LARES  ET  PENATES 

1.  Given  by  Mrs.  Leslie  Anderson,  one  cat 
bird's  nest  for  mantel  in  cabin. 

2.  Loaned  by  Miss.  Marilyn  Nicoson,  one  Windsor 
rocker  for  Vvalden  House. 

3.  Given  by  Mr.  Richard  W.  Davis,  15  Thoreau 
Road,  Acton,  one  penny  candy  show  case,  pre- 
sently displaying  pictures  of  Thoreau1 s 
friends  with  appropriate  quotations. 

4.  Loaned  by  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Hopkins  of  Con- 
cord, an  1373  map  showing  "Texas  Street" 
where  Belknap  Street  now  runs. 

5.  Given  by  the  seventh  grades  of  the  Fenn 
School  of  Concord,  a  study  of  the  Estabrook 
Vvoods  from  3  angles  -  mathematical  (survey 
map),  historical  (the  lives  of  Thoreau  and 
John  B.  Clark)  and  English  (the  documenting 
of  the  whole  study).  This  was  a  project  di- 
rected by  Ralph  Parker  of  the  Outward  Bound 
Camps • 

6.  Acquired,  one  copy  of  Vol.  II  of  Seed  Grain 
for  Thought  and  Discussion  by  Mrs.  Anna  C. 
Lowell,  owned  and  inscribed  by  Martha  Bart- 
lett,  Aug  14,  1857 •  Martha  was  a  pupil  of 
John  and  Henry  Thoreau.  We  quote  one  edify- 
ing paragraph:   "Vulgar  coarse -minded  people 
often  sit  with  their  elbows  on  the  table,  and 
the  fore -arm  forcibly  placed  in  the  axis  of 
the  arm;  this  arises,  not  from  their  joints 
being  differently  made  from  those  of  others, 
but  from  the  vulgarity  of  their  minds  promp- 
ting them  to  assume  low  and  vulgar  attitudes. 
It  is  the  mind  not  the  body,  -  the  brain  which 
is  at  fault  and  not  the  joints."  -Robert  Knox. 
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Incidentally,  this  anthology  can  be  added 
to  that  small  collection  of  bound  books 
which  published  quotations  from  Thoreau 
during  his  lifetime. 

Presently  on  display  at  the  Lyceum  is  a 
small  but  choice  collection  of  silk  screen 
prints  and  wood  cuts  by  Elizabeth  M.  Corey 
of  Concord.   Some  of  the  subjects  depicted 
are:  grass,  corn,  meadow  larks,  grouse, 
apple  blossoms  and  the  wood  lily.  All  these 
would  have  delighted  Henry  Thoreau  who  was  so 
familiar  with  their  prototypes.   Properly 
framed  at  last  in  the  Lyceum  Library  is 
Miss.  Corey1 s  "Wild  Geese  Standing"  given  in 
memory  of  Vera  Walden  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Coffin  of  Concord. 

The  curator  wonders  if  the  expression 
"holy  terror"  may  not  have  come  from 
"Sainte-Terrer"  which  Thoreau  quotes  as  the 
derivation  for  "saunterer".   She  sees  more 
than  one  connection  between  those  wanderers 
of  the  Middle  Ages  and  some  of  today1 s  young 
people. 

CHRISTMAS  GREENS  FESTIVAL  -  Scheduled  for 
Saturday,  December  13th,  from  10:00  Am  to 
5:00  PM 

Disobbedienza  Civile  has  been  published  in 
Italy  by  De  Donato  Sditore,  Bari. 

LYCEUM  LIBRARY 

Thomas  Blanding  has  cataloged  the  collec- 
tion in  some  depth,  and  has  given  the  board 
a  report,  from  which  we  extract  these  high- 
lights: 

Since  June  1969,  29  volumes  have  been 
added  thrbugh  gift  or  purchase,  -  a  present 
total  thus  being  212  books  plus  periodicals 
and  clippings. 

He  suggests  that  we  continue  to  secure^ 
books  through  gifts  and  purchase,  and  has 
suggested  some  particularly  needed  items. 
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We  should  maintain  a  systematic  file  of 

periodical  and  newspaper  articles  on  Thoreau 
and  the  Concord  authors;  and  that  separate 
files  be  kept  of  appreciative  or  scrapbook  items 
and  of  scholarly  articles.   (This  isn't  being 
invidious  -  just  sorting  out  the  trivial  or 
ephemeral),  A  file  of  photographs  should  be 
maintained,  including  the  Gleasons.  Rare  books 
should  be  shelved  in  glass  cases,  insuring 
them  against  damage  or  loss.  He  feels  that  we 
should  not  try  to  compete  with  the  Concord 
Library's  nearb}^  holdings,  but  as  his  want  list 
shows,  seek  materials  of  scholarly  interest  and 
wider  popular  interest  "about  Thoreau,  Transcen- 
dentalism, Concord  History,  Nature  Studies  and 
19th  century  cultural  and  intellectual  history." 
The  library  might  subscribe  to  The  Emerson  So- 
ciety Quarterly ,  The  New  EnglancT  Quarterly , 
and  The  American  Transcendental  Quarterly,  ( The se 
in  addition  to  some  of  the  natural  history 
publications  of  which  we  now  have  a  good  be- 
ginning collection. 

We  are  also  exploring  the  problem  of  a 
microfilm  reader,  and  indeed,  have  one  at  hand, 
(about  which,  more  in  our  next  issue),  and  are 
wondering  about  whether  the  purchase  of  Doc- 
toral Dissertations  on  microfilm  would  be 
warranted. 

Here  are  some  samples  of  the  books  he 
suggested  that  we  seek  to  add: 
Frothingham,  O.B.  Transcendentalism  in  New 

England:  A  History 
Thoreau,  Henry  David.  The  Service,  edited  by 

Sanborn;  Sir  Walter  RaleigKT  edited  by 

Henry  Aiken  Met calf;  The  Moon,  edited  by 

Francis  H.  Allen. 
Ives,  Charles.   Essays  Before  a  Sonata. 
Harding,  Walter,  editor.  Thoreau:  A  Century  of 

Criticism. 
Murray,  James  G.  Henry  David  Thoreau 
Metzger,  Charles  R.  Thore"aiT£  Whitman:  A  Study  of 

Their  Esthetics, 
van  Doren,  Mark.  Henry  David  Thoreau:  A  Critical 

Study 
Harding,  Walter.  Thoreau:  Man  of  Concord 
Swift,  Lindsay.  Brook  Farm 
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THE  THOREAU  LYCEUM,  15j6  Belknap  Street, 
Concord,  Massachusetts,  01742.  Telephone: 
Area  617  369-5912.  Annual  dues:  Member,  #3. 
Friend  of  the  Lyceum,  $10;  Contributing 
Member  $25;  Life  Member  $100. 


ALL  men 
live  by  truth 
-and  stand 
in  need  of 
expression 

RALPH  WALDO  EMOSOK 

EX  LIBRIS 
MARY-P-DOW 


L.  Bruce  Pierce's 
letterhead  by 

THOREAU 
MAC DONALD 


Bookplate  from  the  collection  of  II.  Ferguson 


